
Climate Communication: 
Transmedia Storytelling about Climate 
Change and Climate Adaptation

Summer School
Attendance Phase, September 2-14, 2013

CCCLab: Climate Culture Communications Lab 
The Climate Culture Communications Lab is  a  communications school  and an 
international network. The challenges of transformation processes in society and 
culture with respect to climate change include the development of new images, 
metaphors  and  stories  for  a  future-oriented  and  participatory  type  of 
communications. With the International Summer University, the CCCLab provides 
online-based further education several times a year, as well as several day-long 
workshops  and  studios  in  the  area  of  audiovisual  communications  and 
transmedia storytelling. As an international network of experts from academia, 
politics, culture and the arts, the CCCLab mediates between discourses, between 
disciplines, and also between the global South and North.
Sponsored  by  an  international  consortium  of  universities  and  scientific  and 
artistic  institutions,  the  CCCLLab  generates  globally  relevant  knowledge,  and 
opens up societal dialogue for a comprehensible, transparent and participatory 
communications process.

Tender, 2013
The Subject Matter
If  new issues,  such as sustainable development or  climate adaptation,  are  to 
become  established,  it  is  necessary  for  these  concepts  to  be  continually 
reproduced in word images and metaphors capable of resonating and achieving 
legitimacy,  and  also  in  rituals  and  visual  symbols!  If  that  is  successful  the 
concepts will attain public approval and the power that structures action. We now 
find ourselves in a “culture of images.” Essential communications are carried out 
by way of complex, audiovisual media formats. The communication of sustainable 
development  must  appropriate  for  itself  these  media  and  these  formats  – 
especially the social media – with their emotional and motivating potentials. In 
doing so, it will not be able to avoid the formation of new esthetics which oppose 
Sloterdijk’s  “knowledge  atheism”  and  “future  atheism,”  while  becoming  the 
foundation  for  the  “great  narratives”  of  sustainable  development.  These 
narratives come from the future and describe what we have to start doing today 
in order to achieve them, what we will gain from that, and which transformations 
we will have to grapple with. During the International Summer University in 2013, 
collaborative scenarios of these narratives will be drafted, and narrated by way of 
the various media – video, podcasts, social media – as a transmedia story.



Goals and Participants
The goal of the International Summer University is to formulate and expand these 
audiovisual formulation skills to communications issues of climate change and 
adaptation.  The  participants  in  the  Summer  University  will  develop 
communications skills on the basis of a substantive interaction with the causes, 
effects  and  options  for  action  regarding  climate  change.  They  will  learn  to 
develop messages, to translate them in the audiovisual formats, and to conceive 
and produce professional media products (audiovisual spots, podcasts blogs and 
social media posted events). This is directed at persons in the areas of film and 
media, communications and environmental sciences, and actors in civil society, 
administrations and corporations which function as multipliers.

Program
E-Learning Phase I, June 17 - August 31, 2013
• Group projects on climate change, climate effects, energy and 

communications via learning platforms and social media 
Applications, inputs and reflection 

Attendance phase, September 2 - 14, 2013
Some modules will be conducted in English
• Plenary projects, September 2 - 7, 2013

Inputs, scenario learning, idea parking lot, work on scripts, concepts und pilot 
projects

• Workshops/studios, September 9 - 14, 2013
1. Spot
2. Transmedia editing/podcast
3. Viral spot
4. Stakeholders’ communications

E-Learning Phase II, October 1 - November 30, 2013
• Dissemination via social media & social networks, and also classical 

campaigns. The detailed program is available on the Website: 
internationalesommeruni.wordpress.com

Learning Concept
Participants  in  the  Summer  University  explore  the  development  of  modern 
communications formats, and create a professional communications product. The 
learning process is oriented toward the work concept and the interests of each 
participant.

Commitment required
The Summer University will require a commitment totaling 130 hours, consisting 
of the following phases:
E-Learning Phase I: 30 hrs. (3h/ week)
Attendance instruction: 72 hrs. (6h/day)
E-Learning Phase II: 30 hrs. (3h/week)

Venue:
KMGNE – Collegium for Management and Formation of Sustainable Development
17154 Neukalen, OT Karnitz 9, Germany.



Preconditions
Participants require skills in the areas of media, journalism, communications, 
social sciences, liberal arts or environmental sciences, or a corresponding 
demonstrable professional experience in the areas of environment/climate and 
communications. In addition to professional qualifications, other skills such as 
‘honest subjectivity’, empathy, passion and a calling for the profession are 
necessary.

Registration
Registration open until July 15

Information and Contact for Registration
Sgr. Marek Rembowki 
SCI Italia 
Tel:065580644 
Mail:  workcamps@sci-italia.it             url: www.sci-italia.it 

Responsible Bodies 
Bergische Universität Wuppertal, Hochschule für nachhaltige Entwicklung
Eberswalde, Adolf-Grimme Institut, Hochschule der populären Künste, Berlin,
Kolleg für Management und Gestaltung nachhaltiger Entwicklung gGmbH,
ANCE - Athens Network of Collaborating Experts
Universidad Academia de Humanismo Cristiano 
Universidad de Chile, Stiftung spirit.ch, ECOMOVE International, Universidad de 
Las Américas, SCI-Italy, Ecosistemas, Fundación EcoMinga, and EkoWATT

Communications partners
Wuppertal  Institute  for  Climate,  Environment  and  Energy,  Mecklenburg-Hither 
Pomerania State Agency for the Environment, the Conservation of Nature and 
Geology, Mecklenburg-Hither Pomerania Academy for Sustainable Development, 
Informal  Learning  Working  Group  and  New  Media  Working  Group  of  the 
Roundtable  of  the  UN  Decade  for  Education  and  Sustainable  Development, 
German Society  for  Solar  Energy  e.  V.,  Climate  Alliance,  Goethe  Institutes  in 
Santiago de Chile, São Paulo, Mexico City and Munich, UN Decade for Education 
and Sustainable Development, German UNESCO Commission, Secretariat of the 
UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (ED/PSD/ESD), Education 
Sector, UNESCO, Paris and Santiago, Universidade Federal Fluminense, Instituto 
Brasieiro de Análisis Sociais e Econômicas, Universidad Técnica Federico Santa 
María, Chile Sustentable

http://www.sci-italia.it/
mailto:workcamps@sci-italia.it


Conclusion
Participants will receive a certificate issued by the Collegium, the University of 
Wuppertal, Eberswalde University for Sustainable Development, and the College 
for Popular Arts, and by the members of the international Consortium. Successful 
demonstration of achievement earns credits under the European credit transfer 
system.

The International Summer University was given an award as a selected location in 2009 of the 
initiative Germany – Land of Ideas. It is sponsored by ENGAGEMENT GLOBAL gGmbH with funding 
from the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development, in the context of the support 
program Development Policy Education, the Mecklenburg-Hither Pomerania State Agency for the 
Environment, the Conservation of Nature and Geology, the Mecklenburg-Hither Pomerania State 
Learning Institution for Sustainable Development, and the European Commission (EuropeAid).


